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Mystic Valley Elder Services Participates in USDA COVID-19
Food Assistance Program
(Malden, MA)— Mystic Valley Elder Services, in collaboration with the Massachusetts
Executive Office of Elder Affairs, is taking part in the United States Department of Agriculture’s
(USDA) Coronavirus Food Assistance Program Farmers to Family Box Program.
Eight Councils on Aging and Senior Centers in Mystic Valley Elder Services’ service area
participated in the program receiving a total of 865 food boxes to distribute to older adults in
their communities. The food boxes, which contain hot dogs, sausages and sausage patties or
chicken, are no cost to the resident so it is a form of "food pantry" items provided to
Massachusetts by the USDA.
The initial delivery took place last week at the Stoneham Council on Aging where 100 boxes
were dropped off. Council on Aging Director Maureen Canova and her staff will be delivering
these boxes to those older adults in need in the Stoneham community.
“The Stoneham Council on Aging is so appreciative of Mystic Valley Elder Services and the
Executive Office of Elder Affairs for offering this program to residents in our community,” says
Stoneham’s Council on Aging Director Maureen Canova. “This pandemic has truly exposed the
need for support for many older adults who may be experiencing food insecurity whether
chronically or during this unprecedented time. We are so grateful for the positive impact this has
made in our community.”
In total, the program—which runs through the end of 2020—will provide more than 36,000
boxes of food to older adults in Massachusetts, benefiting more than 20,000 seniors.
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About Mystic Valley Elder Services
Celebrating 45 Years of supporting older adults to live independently and with dignity, Mystic
Valley Elder Services is a non-profit agency located in Malden, Mass., that provides essential
home- and community-based care and resources to older adults, adults living with disabilities,
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Partnering with older adults, adults living with disabilities, and caregivers residing in Chelsea, Everett,
Malden, Medford, Melrose, North Reading, Reading, Revere, Stoneham, Wakefield, and Winthrop.

and caregivers who reside in Chelsea, Everett, Malden, Medford, Melrose, North Reading,
Reading, Revere, Stoneham, Wakefield and Winthrop, regardless of their income level. Agency
services include but are not limited to: coordination of home care services, transportation,
Meals on Wheels, and information and referrals. For more information, please call (781) 3247705 or visit www.mves.org.

One hundred food boxes were delivered and dropped off at the Stoneham Council on Aging for
area residents as part of the USDA Coronavirus Food Assistance Program Farmers to Family
Box Program.

Stoneham Council on Aging Director Maureen Canova and Stoneham resident Bob Sweeney
collect the food boxes and get them ready for distribution to the community.

The Stoneham Council on Aging’s driver John Mandracchia and Outreach Coordinator Anne
Lawrence help with the food box delivery.

